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Abstract: The current spatial distribution of American of Czech and Slovak ancestry largely
reflects immigration patterns of a century ago. Despite their proximity in Evrope, these two
ethnic communities created quite different settlement patterns in the USA. Recent immigration
patterns point to a gradual shift away from rural areas (Czechs) and steel- and coal-producing
areas (Slovaks) toward the northeast and faster-growing states of the southern and western
USA.
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Immigrant origins

Czechs and Slovaks have been migrating to North (Rechcigl 1999) and Latin (Opatrny 1994)
America since the sixteenth century. In numerical terms, however, large-scale migration began in
the mid-]19th century and ended in the 1920s with the legal restriction of immigration from eastern
and southern Europe following World War 1. Even with the liberalization of immigration policy in
the 1960s, relatively few Czechs or Slovaks have entered the USA as immigrants since the 1920s,
and the vast majority of Czech- and Slovak-Americans are therefore several generations removed
from their ancestral homelands, Despite the passage of several decades, however, the modern spa-
tia] distribution of Americans of Czech and Slovak ancestry largely reflects the patterns estab-
lished by their immigrant forebears a century ago. This paper describes and explains the current
geography of Czech and Slovak identity in the USA.

People from what is now the Czech Republic began moving to the USA in large numbers in
1848 following the revolution against Hapsburg domination. Most Czech emigrants were farmers
who were able to resume their occupations upon arrival in America. The availability of free or
very cheap land in the Great Plains attracted a very diverse array of migrants in the 19th century
{Luebke 1977). This included many Czechs, though the discovery of gold in California proved at-
tractive to some (Capek 1944). The ongoing war and genocide against the indigenous American
population in the 19th century (Comenetz 2003) meant that land in the Great Plains suitable for
agriculture was readily available. Large numbers of Czechs settled in that region, especially in Ne-
braska, lowa, Wisconsin, and later Texas, with the largest urban clusters in Chicago (Garver 1980,
Jordan and Thrower 1970, Roucek 1934} and midwestern cities such as Omaha and Cedar Rapids,
lowa (Fig. 1). Later, following the Communist takeover in the 1940s and the 1968 revolution, an
urban community developed in New York (Allen and Turner 1988).

Czechs and Slovaks were neighbors in Eastern Europe but in the USA their settlement patterns
were entirely different. Large-scale Slovak immigration to the USA did not begin until the 1870s.
By this time, with rapid economic development and the increasing occupation of the Plains agn-
cultural land, the greatest opportunities for foreigners lay in industry and mining. Slovak migration
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Fig. 1 Counties with at least five times the national level of Czech or Slovak ancestry. Named cities
are historically-important urban centers for Czech- or Slovak- Americans

was therefore largely determined by the geography of steel and coal: most Slovaks headed for the
coal mines of Pennsylvania and neighboring states, or the nearby steel mills of Pittsburgh and
Cleveland (Allen and Turner 1988, Berthoff 1951, Stolarik 1989). Smaller numbers headed for
other coal or steel centers such as Birmingham or Chicago. Slovak eminence in the steel industry
persists today, as shown by Slovakia's leading position as a steel and car producer in Europe
(Fig. 2). Slovak-American investment in the modern Slovak steel industry thus presents an in-
vestment and development opportunity for Slovakia today. In contrast to the Czechs, few Slovaks
took up farming or went to California. There also was no exodus following World War 1I compa-
rable to the Czech migration.

The period of major Slovak migration (1870s to 1920s) was considerably shorter than that of
the Czechs (1840s to 1920s; 1940s to 1960s), and it was also much more spatially compact (cen-
tered on Pennsylvania and Ohio). From the point of view of ancestral geography in the USA, mod-
ern Slovak-Americans clearly have much more in common with each other than do modern Czech-
Americans, Existing demographic maps demonstrate that Slovak-Americans are still more spa-
tially clustered than Czech-Americans (Allen and Turmer 1988). History and geography suggest
the following hypotheses, to be tested by cartographic analysis of recent census data:



— Slovak ethnic identity is stronger than Czech identity in the USA,
— Czech and Slovak ethnic identity are stronger in areas where people of these ancestries form
a larger share of the population.
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Fig. 2 Largest European steel producers, 2002. Data source: IISI (2004)

Data sources

Ethnic or national origin is recorded by the US census through questions on race, Hispanic ori-
gin, ancestry, language spoken at home, and place of birth (there is no census question on relig-
ion). For study of specific European ethnic groups, only the latter three questions provide useful
information. Unfortunately, for the 2000 census, data on Czech and/or Slovak home-language
speakers has not been released, and place of birth data combine Czechs and Slovaks into a single
category. However, the number of people in the latter category is a small minority of the total
number of Americans of Czech or Slovak origin: only 83,000 Czechoslovak-born people were re-
corded in 2000, as compared to roughly 2.5 million with ancestry from the region.

In recent censuses, the ancestry question provides the most detailed information on people of
Czech or Slovak origin, People are allowed to list one or two ancestries and in the most recent
(2000} census, the census bureau tabulated first and second responses of Czech, Slovak, and
Czechoslovak separately. Thus in 2000, a person could be recorded as:

— Czech only, or as the first of two responses,

-- Slovak only, or as the first of two responses,

— Czechoslovak only, or as the first of two responses,

— Czech as a second response (something else first),

— Slovak as a second response (something else first),

— Czechoslovak as a second response (something else first).

Previous census years combined responses of Czech and Czechoslovak (Slovak has remained a
separate category) and sometimes recorded single and multiple ancestries rather than first and sec-
ond responses, so data are not entirely comparable from census to census. To complicate matters,
response to the ancestry question is highly variable depending on the wording of the question,
which asks for ancestry but provides a list of example responses. National origins that are provided
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as examples in any given year experience huge jumps in response (Rosenwaike 1993). In 1990,
"Slovak" was used as an example, with the results shown in Fig. 3. The enumerated number of
people of Czech or Czechoslovak origin decreased slowly between 1980 and 2000, while the num-
ber of people claiming Slovak ancestry increased slightly. However, in 1990, there were appar-
ently more than twice as many Slovaks as in 1980 or 2000. Either the entire population of Brati-
slava relocated to the USA for a few years, or people are greatly influenced by the wording of cen-
sus questions.

Census year: 2000 1990 1980
Czech/Czechoslovak ancestry;| 1,703,930 1,615,477 1,892,456
Slovak ancestry: 797,764 1,882,897 776,806

Fig. 3 Number of peopie with Czech or Slavak ancestry according to census results

Annual immigration data are recorded separately from census data. Unfortunately, immigration
data are not very useful for charting Czech and Slovak immigration because no record is kept of
refurn migration (migration back to Europe). Since immigrants often travel between their native
country and the USA several times, it is impossible to calculate the total number of permanent set-
tlers from immigration records. Also, until 1899 Czechs and Slovaks were recorded by country of
origin (Austria-Hungary) rather than ethnicity, with the result that all Slovaks were classified as
Hungarians (Alexander 1987). It is impossible to determine how this practice has affected modemn
response to the census: do some Slovak-Americans remember that their grandparents came from
Hungary and therefore choose Hungarian ancestry? With such geographic uncertainty it is not sur-
prising that Americans are much influenced by the wording of the census ancestry question. It is
notable that the current geographic distribution of Hungarian- Americans resembles that of Slovak-
Americans, with the addition of clusters in New York City, southern Florida, and California. The
latter have the three largest Jewish communities in the USA and Jews formed a large share of the
Hungarian population in the 19th century (Magocsi 2002),

Large-scale immigration from Czechoslovakia ended around 1930, Over 100,000 people from
the region entered the USA in the 1920s but since then no decade has seen more than 20,000
(USDHS 2003) - this includes all post-war refugees. Thus the vast majority of Czech- and Slovak-
Americans are the American-born descendents of migrants who arrived before 1930. Due to a high
rate of intermarriage with Americans of other backgrounds, most people who claim Czech or Slo-
vak ancestry also claim ancestry from one or more other countries (Massey 1995), but there is still
a substantial minority who identify solely with their Czech or Slovak origins.

Current spatial patterns

Fig. 1 shows the regions of the USA where people of Czech and Slovak ancestry are most sig-
nificant as a share of the total population. The 2000 census found that 0.56% of Americans who
reported an ancestry (20% of census respondents omitted the question) listed Czech on the census
form, 0.35% listed Slovak, and 0.20% listed Czechoslovakian. The map shows counties where
Czech or Slovak ancestry was at least five times the national average. Almost every county with a
high rate of Czechoslovakian response also had a high rate of Czech response, or was adjacent to
such a county, suggesting that Czech-Americans are more likely than Slovak-Americans to iden-
tify themselves this way. Remarkably, of the 261 counties highlighted, only two (one near Cleve-
land and the other in niorthern Wisconsin)} had high levels of both Czech and Slovak ancestry. It is
clear from the map that the spatial patterns established by immigration a century ago still prevail:
settlements of Czechs in Nebraska and other Plains states, east Texas, and Wisconsin and the Slo-
vak cluster in Pennsylvania and eastern Ohio still persist. Also, the Czech and Slovak ethnic com-
munities remain geographically quite distinet,
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Fig. 4 gives a national view. In general, the pattern corresponds & population size-states with
more people have more Czech- and Slovak-Americans — except for areas highlighted in Fig. 1
such as Nebraska. Czechs outnumber Slovaks in most states, while the Slovak community remains
clustered in its historic settlement area of Pennsylvania and Ghio.
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Fig. 4 Number of people with Czech or Slovak ancestry by state (omitting the offshore
states of Alaska and Hawaii due to very small numbers) according to the 2000 census

One can gauge the strength or intensity of ethnic identification in the USA by looking at
whether people listed Czech or Slovak as their first (or sole) or second ancestry. Given the chance
to list two ancestries, it is probable that many people will list their primary ancestry, or the one
with which they more strongly identify, first on the census form. By this measure, Slovak identity
is slightly stronger than Czech identity in the USA: 64% of Slovak-Americans, but only 59% of
Czechs, listed that ancestry first. However, the format of the census form is once again influential.
People who claimed "Czechoslovakian” ancestry had an even higher level of primary identity
(71%). This apparent nod to ethnic harmony most probably only reflects the small space available
{0 write one's ancestry on the census form: the word Czechoslovakian fills the entire space, making
it difficult to enter a second ancestry! Also, some people may list two ancestries alphabetically, or
randomly, not to mention the fact than many Americans have ancestral ties to more than two coun-
tries, but there is no way to determine with certainty why ancestries are ordered as they are. Since
the relatively large quantity of recent Czech migration, along with whatever benefit accrues to an-
cestries earlier in the alphabet, have probably elevated the Czech value to some extent, it is fair to
say that Slovak identity is indeed somewhat stronger, as hypothesized above.
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Fig. 5 States with the highest levels of Czech or Slovak first ancestry among all Czech- or
Slovak-Americans, according to the 2000 census (Hawaii is the tenth state for Slovaks.)

With the above caveats, if one selects the states with the highest levels of primary ancestral
identity i.e., the percentage of people who claim Czech or Slovak ancestry who listed this ancestry
first on the census form-the resulting spatial pattern (Fig. 5) lends some support to the hypothesis

destination: a comparatively high fraction of its residents of central or eastern European ancestry
are elderly immigrants who have moved there from northern or Plains states.

Recent migration and the future

As noted above, the vast majority of Czech- and Stovak-Americans are American-born. People
born in Czechoslovakia (census birthplace data are not reported separately for the Czech Republic
and Slovakia) comprise only 3% of the ancestral population - including the many post-World War
Il Czech immigrants. Comparing the distribution of the forei gn-born minority with that of the total
Czech and Slovak ancestry population, and making the assumption that most post-war immigrants
also classified themselves as Czechs or Slovaks by ancestry, one can see that foreign-born pattern
of residence is strikingly different from that of the ancestral population (Fig, 6). This partly ex-
plains the divergence between Fi g I and Fig. 5 several southern and western states absent from

Fig. 1 have received relatively recent immigration, and therefore have higher levels of Czech or
Slovak primary identity,
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Fig. 6 Percent of Czech- or Slovak-Americans bern in Czechoslovakia (in 2000)

Immigrants' share of the total ancestral population is lowest in the Great Plains and in Pennsyl-
vania and Ohio, while it is much higher in the southern, western, and northeastern states that have
received the vast majority of postwar overseas immigrants. Long-term reasons for this include the
decline of the steel industry in Pennsylvania and Ohio, the demographic exodus from the rural
Plains, greater job opportunities in eastern and western cities, and the tendency of post-war Jewish
refugees to settle in large cities. With few exceptions (Texas, Chicago area), none of the historic
Czech or Slovak settlement centers serves a major immigrant destination today. Therefore, future
Czech and Slovak immigrants to the USA will undoubtedly reinforce the pattern of Fig. 6 rather
than that of Fig. 1.
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Resumé

Geografia feskej a slovenskej identity v Spojenych $titoch americkych

Sicasné rozmiestnenie Ameriéanov Zeského a slovenského poévodu vadSinou odrdZa migraéné rozloZenie
v minulom storo&i. Vi¢sina Seskych a slovenskych Ameri¢anov sii potomkovia Pudi, ktori migrovali do USA
v rozmedzi rokov 1850 a 1930. Napriek ich pribuznosti/blizkosti v Eurépe, tieto dve nérodné komunity vy-
tvorili v USA celkom rdzne sidelné rozmiestnenia, Ceski pristahovalei vi&Sinou sidlia v centre USA (Great
Plains) alebo blizko mestskych oblasti ako Je napr. Chicago. Naproti tomu prvi slovenski imigranti boli ver-
bovani na pracu do kamenouhoPnych banf a oceliarni miest Pittsburgh, Cleveland a susednych oblasti. Tak sa
slovenské osfdlenie oproti éeskému zhluklo na velmi malom dzemi, ktoré pretrvava dodnes. Toto zoskupova-
nie je jednym z déleZitych faktorov sGasnych oblasti ndrodného vedomia/identity, Cenzus a imigraéné data
indikujd, 7e slovensk4 ndrodnostnd mengina v USA je tak trocha vyhranenejdia neZ ceskd, dokonca aj td nov-
Sia {po druhej svetovej vojne), Hociako sigasné imigrantské oblasti sa presiivaji z pdvodnych polnohospo-
darskych (rurdlnych) oblasti (Ceii) a oblasti produkcie uhlia a ocele (Slovéci) do severovychodnych a richlo
rasticich juinych a zdpadnych oblasti USA.
Obr. [ Sty najmenej s pit’ generaénou droviou eského alebo slovenského rodu, Nizvy miest oznaduji
historicky d6leZité centrs osidlenia Geskych a slovenskych Ameridanov

Obr. 2 Najvi3f eurdpski producenti ocele v roku 2002

Obr. 3 Pocet obyvatel'ov s ¢eskym a slovenskym pdvodom podl'a vysledkov séitania obyvatel'stva

Obr. 4 Potet osdb s deskym alebo slovenskym pdvodom podlz $titov (s vynimkou Aljafky a Havaja —
vel'mi maly poget) podl'a cenzu 2000

Obr. 5 Staty s vy§3ou droviiou Seskych alebo slovenskych potomkov z prvej linie zo vietkych (Seskych ale-
bo slovenskych} potomkov (Havaj je desiaty $t4t pre Slovikov)

Obr. 6 Percento eskych a slovenskych Ameri¢anov narodenych v Ceskoslovensku (2000)
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